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Synopsis

Hannah resents stories of her Jewish heritage and of the past until, when opening the door during a
Passover Seder, she finds herself in Poland during World War Il where she experiences the horrors

of a concentration camp, and learns why she-- and we--need to remember the past.
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Customer Reviews

"Who, who are those men in black suits blocking our wedding," Fayge exclaimed. Chaya
yelled,"They’re Nazis. Nazis! They will kill six million Jews! Don’t you understand we have to run!"
All the people including the Rabbi thought Chaya (Hannah) was crazy, but she knew it was just a
matter of time until they soon found out the truth. Hannah, in the book The Devil’s Arithmetic; is an
ordinary girl living in the present day, but when she goes to her grandfather’s house she has a
strange experience. As she opens the door for the prophet Elijah, she looks foward and finds herself
in another time zone. She looks back into the house and sees all of her family members with an
elegant and delicious meal on the table. Curious about what was on the other side of the door, she
steps out and realizes that she is in the time right before the Holocaust. She is no longer Hannah;
she is Chaya, and she is about to embark on a terrifying journey to a concentration camp. The
author of this book, Jane Yolen, shows that she has a great talent in writing books that deeply touch
your emotions. The content of the book is a great source of history as well as a story filled with
morals about life and the human race. Most of the book is written in the form of conversations. This
kind of writing style helps the reader really understand the character’s feelings and thoughts. In

addition, Jane Yolen uses the triple period often, which ;eaves the reader's mind open as to what



the character was going to say. Her writing is extremely desriptive, and the detail she includes
makes it possible for the reader to imagine the setting. Overall, | think Jane Yolen is a great, and
superb writer. | think The Devil's Arithmetic is definitely A Newberry Award winning book.
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